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TNC is small, but its potential & power may change the 
status-quo (= private car dominant society)

US overall Washington D.C. 
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Calculating PMT and VMT on Uber
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Extensions
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1. Double counting vehicle 
distances traveled across 
platforms. 

2. Difficulty in estimating 
driver off-trip mileage 
purpose. 

3. Real-time occupancy 
data = not available 

4. Adjusting for “wobble” in 
shared trip modes. 

Limitations

Possibility: driver working 
on another platform or 
completing other tasks
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Emission calculation details
● Balance between accuracy and calculation feasibility 
● Uber’s approach:  

○ When available, use third-party vendors to VIN-match vehicles to fuel/engine type
○ Coverage varies by geography - in the US/CAN coverage is very high, in the EU/UK 

coverage is lower.
○ When a vehicle isn’t contained in the third-party data, efficiency metrics are imputed by 

comparing to other vehicles with the same Make/Model/Year in the same geographic area
○ Average trip speed is used to assign city and highway fuel efficiency
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Uber’s Carbon Intensity
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2021 Climate Assessment and 
Performance Report
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Travel efficiency in US/CAN
Estimated passenger miles per vehicle mile traveled
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Carbon intensity in US/CAN
Estimated grams CO2 per passenger mile traveled

*“Top 10 metro markets” in USC: Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, New Jersey, New York City, San Francisco, Toronto, and Washington, DC



Active monthly zero emission vehicle (ZEV) drivers 
using Uber up over 3.5x

4,800

17,800

2021 2022

NOTE -- European countries included:
● Belgium
● France
● Germany
● Portugal
● Spain
● The Netherlands
● United Kingdom

Data is the average monthly drivers as 
of the last month of each quarter 
shown



Case Study: Bay Area Network 
Efficiency
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19
Note: 2022 data is preliminary (only includes January - May)

Travel efficiency in the Bay Area
Estimated passenger miles per vehicle mile traveled
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Carbon intensity in the Bay Area
Estimated grams CO2 per passenger mile traveled

Note: 2022 data is preliminary (only includes January - May)



Case Study: Comparing Travel Modes 
in Los Angeles
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Thank You
Rainer Lempert

rainer@uber.com
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