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< Background & Need >

< Goals >

To address the industry need for standardization of ODD definition, the SAE On-Road Automated Driving (ORAD) 
Committee initiated project J3259 Taxonomy and Definition of Operational Design Domain (ODD) for Driving 
Automation Systems.

J3259 will:
- Provide a set of clear and consistent terminology, definitions, taxonomy and methodology for use in describing the 

ODD for a driving automation system.
- Establish a classification and definition of a harmonized set of ODD attributes/elements. 

In order to:
- Facilitate a common understanding and awareness within the development community of a system’s capabilities.
- Provide clear and consistent information of system capabilities to grow public awareness and engender trust.
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J3259 Flow and Structure:

What is the/an ODD 
and it’s relation to 
ADS level.

How do you describe 
an ODD

What is needed for 
describing an ODD.

Rationale

1. Scope

2. References

3. Terms & Definitions

4. ODD Taxonomy

4.1 What is the ODD for an ADS 

-what it is, what it is not  

4.2 ODD Framework

4.2.1 General steps for describing an ODD

- Based on intended user(s)

4.3 ODD Attributes/Elements

4.4 ODD Constraint Violations (exit)

4.5 Example(s) of ODD description 

Clarify users and their expected needs to 
provide appropriate content level.

ISO

BSI
AVSC

NHTSA

SAEJ3259

Analyze industry and gov’t ODD efforts to 
develop harmonized set of attributes.Define attribute 

classification for 
describing ODD 

consistently.
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